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__________________________________________________________________________________________
Cast of Characters

Usnavi………………. born on a ship when his parents immigrated from the Dominican Republic, he now 



owns a corner bodega and is a part of the lives of all his neighbors
Vanessa……………….. unhappy with still living in the neighborhood, she is saving her money to get out of 



the Heights and move to Manhattan where she thinks she can be happy
Abuela Claudia………………. the ‘grandmother’ of all the young people in the Heights, she always has looked 



out for them and been there to support them throughout their lives
Synopsis

In the Heights is about three days in the life of Washington Heights, a vibrant and tight-knit community at the top of the island of Manhattan. It's a place where the coffee from the corner bodega is light and sweet, the windows are always open, and the breeze carries the rhythm of three generations of music.  One of the people in the neighborhood is about to win the Lottery and everything about the Heights will be changed forever. 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________
[Lights up on a New York neighborhood city street in Washington Heights.  We see a beauty shop, bodega, apartments, cab dispatch and other shops and street scenery.   There is a kid putting graffiti on the bodega gate.)

Equilibrium: Usnavi is the owner of a bodega in the Washington Heights.  He arrives to open his store in the early morning and finds someone tagging it.  The whole neighborhood comes to life as the inhabitants get up, go to work, get coffee, and greet each other in the street.  The refrigerators at the bodega have stopped working and Usnavi is mad that he cannot sell his famous ‘café con leche’ but his favorite neighbor, Abuela Claudia, stops by to comfort him and tell him just to use condensed milk.  As the opening ends, we learn that Usnavi likes Vanessa, a girl who works at the beauty shop next door, but she has no idea!
“In the Heights”-  
Lights up on Washington

Heights, up at the break of day

I wake up and I got this little

Punk I gotta chase away

Pop the grate at the crack of dawn, 
Sing while I wipe down the awning.

Hey y'all, Good morning.
Character #1- Usnavi:  Usnavi is about twenty-five years old.  He owns the bodega in the neighborhood and is known by everybody because he gives them their daily doses of coffee and news.  He is in love with Vanessa but does not have the guts to tell her.  He has a bet going with her that whoever leaves the neighborhood first owes the other a bottle of champagne.  His dream is to leave and return to the Dominican Republic to open a bar and live the rest of his life on a beach.
“Hundreds of Stories”- 
Before I was born

Before they passed on

And left me on my own, in New York, with the grocery store

They would talk about home I listened closely for the way they whispered to each other

'Bout the warmer winter weather

Inseparable, they even got sick together

But they never got better

Passed away that December

And left me with these memories like dyin embers

From a dream I can't remember

Ever since then it's like another day deeper in debt

With different dilemmas,

The bodega's a mess
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__________________________________________________________________________________________
Character #2- Vanessa:  Vanessa wants to move out of the Heights.  She works at the beauty shop but has saved money for a down payment on an apartment in Manhattan.  She hates the boys in the neighborhood and would never date one since she has ambition to leave the neighborhood and make something of herself.  
“It Won’t Be Long Now”- 
The boys around the way

Holler at me when I'm walking

Down the street

Their machismo pride doesn't

Break my stride-

It's a compliment, so they say

The boys around the way 

Holler at me every day but I 

Don't mind, Oh no

I think its rude 

and I ignore the dude

Who is whistling cuz he has 

Nothing to say

Or who's honking at me from 

His chevrolet

And one day... I'm hoppin' in a

Limousine and I'm driving away!

It won't be long now!
Rising Action:  Lots of people in the neighborhood have bought Lottery tickets and Usnavi gets the call that the winning ticket was bought at his bodega!  Someone from The Heights has won $96,000!  The whole cast sings about what they would do if they had won the money.  At the end of the song, we learn that it is Abuela Claudia who won the money.  
“96,000”-
 Yo!

With ninety six thousand, I’d

finally fix housin'

give the barrio computers

and wireless web browsin',

your kids are livin' without a

good edumacation,

change the station, teach em'

about gentrification.

the rent is escalatin'

Character #3- Abuela Claudia: Abuela Claudia is like a grandmother to all the young people in the neighborhood.  They all have memories of being watched over by her.  She is not rich from winning the Lottery and she longs to return to Puerto Rico where she lived before her mother had to leave to find work in America.  She is grateful for having patience and faith throughout her life so she can be happy in this moment knowing she can go back home and enjoy the rest of her life.
“Paciencia y Fe”- 
I remember nights, anger in the streets, hunger at the windows

Women folding clothes, playing with my friends in the summer rain

In the Heights:  The Musical










Page 4

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Mama needs a job, Mama says we're poor, one day you say, "Vamos a Nueva York"

And Nueva York was far, but Nueva York had work, and so we came

And now I'm wide awake
Rising Action:  It is a very hot summer and there is bad power in the poor neighborhood of the Heights.  There is a blackout while Usnavi, Vanessa and other young people are out at a club and rioting and looting starts.  Usnavi rushes back to the bodega to make sure it is secure from looters but finds he gate is broken.  He is also very scared for Abuela Claudia who has her Lottery winnings in cash in her apartment.  What if she is robbed?  
“Blackout”- 
What's going on?

What's going on?

Suddenly I find

The electricity is gone.

Calling all taxis...

Everyone relax, please!

What's going on?

I gotta guard the store

Make sure nothing's

Going wrong!
Rising Action:  Everyone makes it through the night, but the Bodega is badly looted.  Abuela Claudia reveals that she wants to give Usnavi one third of the Lottery money!  He is so excited because he also wants to leave the Heights and go back to the Dominican Republic and open a bar on a beach.  The heat wave continues and Abuela Claudia, sadly, passes away.  The whole neighborhood is greatly saddened by her death.
“Atencion”- 
Atencion

Atencion

Roll down your windows

Turn up your radios

Un momento, por favor

Atencion

Atencion

Please drive slow

Let everybody know

Abeula Claudia passed away

At noon today

Climax:  It is revealed to the neighborhood that Abuela Claudia has won the Lottery and she left all the money to Usnavi.  Usnavi tells everyone he is going to take the money and leave.  No one wants him to go. 
“Alabanza”- 
Abuela Claudia had simple pleasures

She sang the praises of things we ignore

Glass Coke bottles, bread crumbs, a sky full of stars

She cherished these things

She'd say "Alabanza"

Alabanza means to raise this thing to God's face and to sing

Quite literally "praise to this"
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When she was here, the path was clear

And she was just here

She was just here...
Falling Action:  As Usnavi says goodbye to her, Vanessa realizes she is in love with Usnavi.  She gets mad at him, first, then decides to tell him how she feels, hoping he will change his mind and stay for her.  Unfortunately, he still decides he needs to go.
“Champagne”- 
USNAVi: What are you trying to say?

VANESSA: You're leaving the country and we're never gonna see you again

USNAVI: What are you trying to say?

VANESSA: You get everyone addicted to your coffee and off you go

USNAVI: Vanessa, I don't know why you're mad at me

VANESSA: I wish I was mad.

(She kisses him)

I'm just too late.
Resolution:  Usnavi is all packed and ready to leave.  As he looks around and says goodbye, he realizes he is home, here, in the Heights.  He decides to stay and help make the neighborhood a better place rather than simply leave it all behind.  He looks forward to all he can accomplish as a part of his community.  
“Finale”-  
If it's not me, who keeps our legacies!

and who's gonna keep the coffee

sweet with secret recipes!

Abuela, rest in peace

you live in my memories

but Sonny's gotta eat

this corner is my destiny!
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